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All quotations are from the prose translation by 

Charles S. Singleton (Princeton University Press, 1970) 
 
Refer to “Lower Levels of Hell” handout 
 
A messenger from heaven speaks to the heretics in Circle Six: 
 
“O outcasts from Heaven, race despised,” he began upon the horrible threshold, 
“why is this insolence harbored in you? Why do you kick against that Will which 
can never be thwarted of its end, and which many times has increased your pain? 
What does it avail to butt against the fates?” 
 
It calls to mind this passage from Romans: 
 
The wrath of God is indeed being revealed from heaven against every impiety and 
wickedness of those who suppress the truth by their wickedness. For what can be 
known about God is evident to them, because God made it evident to them. Ever 
since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and 
divinity have been able to be understood and perceived in what he has made. As a 
result, they have no excuse; for although they knew God they did not accord him 
glory as God or give him thanks. Instead they became vain in their reasoning, and 
their senseless minds were darkened. While claiming to be wise, they became 
fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for the likeness of an image of 
mortal man or of birds or of four-legged animals or of snakes. (Romans 1:18-23) 
 
It also calls to mind the teaching on conscience from the Vatican II document 
Gaudium et spes: 
 
“In the depths of his conscience, man detects a law which he does not impose 
upon himself, but which holds him to obedience.” For man has in his heart a law 
written by God; to obey it is the very dignity of man; according to it he will be 
judged. Conscience is [where man is] alone with God, whose voice echoes in his 
depths. In a wonderful manner conscience reveals that law.... In fidelity to 
conscience, Christians are joined with the rest of men in the search for truth.... 



Hence the more right conscience holds sway, the more persons and groups turn 
aside from blind choice and strive to be guided by the objective norms of 
morality.” 
 
Regarding suicide, from The Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

2280 Everyone is responsible for his life before God who has given it to him. It is 
God who remains the sovereign Master of life. We are obliged to accept life 
gratefully and preserve it for his honor and the salvation of our souls. We are 
stewards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose 
of. 

2281 Suicide contradicts the natural inclination of the human being to preserve 
and perpetuate his life. It is gravely contrary to the just love of self. It likewise 
offends love of neighbor because it unjustly breaks the ties of solidarity with 
family, nation, and other human societies to which we continue to have 
obligations. Suicide is contrary to love for the living God. 

2282 If suicide is committed with the intention of setting an example, especially 
to the young, it also takes on the gravity of scandal. Voluntary co-operation in 
suicide is contrary to the moral law. 

Grave psychological disturbances, anguish, or grave fear of hardship, suffering, or 
torture can diminish the responsibility of the one committing suicide. 

2283 We should not despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have taken 
their own lives. By ways known to him alone, God can provide the opportunity for 
salutary repentance. The Church prays for persons who have taken their own 
lives. 
 
Regarding homosexuality, from The Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
2357 Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between women who 
experience an exclusive or predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the 
same sex. It has taken a great variety of forms through the centuries and in 
different cultures. Its psychological genesis remains largely unexplained. Basing 
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itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave 
depravity, tradition has always declared that "homosexual acts are intrinsically 
disordered.” They are contrary to the natural law. They close the sexual act to the 
gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual 
complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved. 
 
2358 The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual 
tendencies is not negligible. This inclination, which is objectively disordered, 
constitutes for most of them a trial. They must be accepted with respect, 
compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard 
should be avoided. These persons are called to fulfill God's will in their lives and, if 
they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross the difficulties they 
may encounter from their condition. 
 
2359 Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of self-mastery 
that teach them inner freedom, at times by the support of disinterested 
friendship, by prayer and sacramental grace, they can and should gradually and 
resolutely approach Christian perfection. 
 
Description of Satan in the pit of Hell, from Canto 34: 
 
The emperor of the woeful realm stood forth from mid-breast out of the ice; and I 
in size compare better with a giant than giants with his arms: see now how huge 
that whole must be to correspond to such a part. If he was once as beautiful as he 
is ugly now, and lifted up his brows against his Maker, well may all sorrow 
proceed from him. Oh how great a marvel it was to me when I saw three faces on 
his head: one in front and it was red, and the other two joined to this just over the 
middle of each shoulder, and all were joined at the crown. The right one seemed 
between white and yellow, and the left one was such in appearance as are those 
who come from whence the Nile descends. From under each there came forth two 
mighty wings, of size befitting such a bird--sails at sea I never saw so broad. They 
had no feathers, but were like a bat’s. And he was flapping them, so that three 
winds went forth from him, whereby Cocytus was all congealed. With six eyes he 
was weeping, and down over three chins dripped tears and bloody foam. In each 
mouth he champed a sinner with his teeth, as with a heckle, and thus he kept 
three of them woeful. 
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Virgil leads Dante through a passageway that leads out of hell and into purgatory. 
 
“Night is rising again, and now we must depart, for we have seen the whole.” 
 
As was his pleasure, I clasped him round the neck, and he took advantage of time 
and place, and when the wings were opened wide he caught hold on the shaggy 
flanks; down from shag to shag he descended between the matted hair and the 
frozen crusts. When we had come to where the thigh turns just on the thick of the 
haunch, my leader with labor and strain brought round his head to where his 
shanks had been and grappled on the hair like one who is climbing, so that I 
thought we were returning into Hell again. 
 
“Cling fast,” said the master, panting like a man forspent, “for by such stairs as 
these we must depart from so much evil.” Then he issued forth through the 
opening of a rock and placed me upon its edge to sit, then reached toward me his 
cautious step. I raised my eyes and thought to see Lucifer as I had left him, and 
saw him with his legs held upwards--and if I became perplexed then, let the dull 
crowd judge who do not see what is the point that I had passed. 
 
“Rise to your feet,” said the master. “The way is long and the road is hard, and 
already the sun returns to mid-tierce.” 
 
It was no palace hall where we were, but a natural dungeon which had a bad floor 
and want of light. “Before I tear myself from the abyss, my master,” I said, when I 
had risen, “speak to me a little, to draw me out of error. Where is the ice? And he 
there, how is it that he is fixed thus upside down? And how, in so brief a time, has 
the sun made transit from evening to morning?” 
 
And he to me, “You imagine that you are still on the other side of the center, 
where I caught hold on the hair of the evil worm that pierces the world. As long as 
I descended you were on that side; when I turned myself you passed the point to 
which all weights are drawn from every part. And you are now come beneath the 
hemisphere opposite to that which canopies the great dry land and underneath 
whose zenith the Man was slain who was born and lived without sin, and you have 
your feet upon a little sphere which forms the other face of the Judecca. Here it is 
morning when it is evening there, and this one who made a ladder for us with his 
hair is still fixed as he was before. On this side he fell down from Heaven; and the 



earth, which before stood out here, for fear of him made a veil of the sea and 
came to our hemisphere; and perhaps in order to escape from him that which 
appears on this side left here the empty space and rushed upwards.” 
 
Down there, from Beelzebub as far removed as his tomb extends, is a space not 
known by sight, but by the sound of a rivulet descending in it along the hallow of 
the rock which it has eaten out in its winding and gently sloping course. My leader 
and I entered on that hidden road to return into the bright world; and caring not 
for my rest, we climbed up, he first and I second, so far that through a round 
opening I saw some of the beautiful things that Heaven bears; and thence we 
issued forth to see again the stars. 


