
2Weekly News from the office - Thursday, August 29, 2019 

 
Keeping you informed 

It is the end of Week 2 of COVID 19 Distance Learning, one that started with a mad dash to rework our plans and 
ends with the good fortune to be able to celebrate our school liturgy “together” through Father Dave’s YouTube 
channel.  What I have seen this week is just how good God is.  Here are a few moments that made it loud and 

clear: 
● Dropping off a few chromebooks to K-2 students, I was greeted with posters, gratitude messages and 

even smiling faces in the windows 
● Teachers diving into a whole new way of doing their jobs, uncovering great resources and offering to help 

others do the same so our effort is coordinated 
● A note from a parent saying that her son follows along with the Doyle’s Dailies videos, never missing a 

response 
● Videos of 3 year  old preschool students demonstrating their adorable conquering of Spanish color words 

in song 
● Father Dave emphasizing listening to parents in his homily today--an important message during this 

unexpected homeschooling adventure 
 

God is indeed Good all the time...even in the midst of uncertainty. 
 

We have been studying the virtue of HUMILITY this week. HUMILITY is defined as 
Awareness that all our gifts come from God and appreciation for the gifts of others 

Also known as humbleness and lowliness, I think our response to the demands of this COVID 19 crisis is a perfect 
example of HUMILITY.  We stay at home, exercise vigilance in cleaning, avoid large groups and continue to offer 

what we can to the church as a recognition that this crisis is bigger than ourselves. 
 

HUMILITY is at the heart of my request that you continue to make tuition payments on time during this crisis. 
Please know that our largest expenses at St. Mary’s School are the salaries of our teachers, and your continuous 

tuition payments are what make it possible for us to compensate your child’s teacher for the outstanding work 
he/she is doing to keep educating your child.  We understand, however, that this crisis is hitting close to your 

homes as well; if this is the case, please communicate with us so we can make an agreeable arrangement.  Our 
tuition management platform, SMART Tuition, will still generate late fees, but we can personally waive these if you 

let us know your specific needs.  Please reach out to me at kdoyle@slstm.org or Parish Business Manager 
Maribeth Lawrence at mlawrence@slstm.org to talk these situations through.  

 
Please see below for important information about the continuation of Distance Learning.  St. Mary’s teachers have 

so much greatness planned and I don’t want you or your kids to miss a beat! 
 

In Gratitude, 
Kathleen Doyle 

 

 
 
 

mailto:kdoyle@slstm.org
mailto:mlawrence@slstm.org


 
While I know we are not in the school building together right now, I am proud to see 

that St. Mary’s faculty is still meeting the demands of our mission... 
Inspired by Saint Mary and rooted in our Catholic faith, St. Mary’s School fosters spiritual 

development, academic excellence, responsibility to self, and service to others in order that the 
Gospel of Christ may be known in the world. 

 
Distance Learning Updates  

Wrap up Week 1 and 2 
Today wraps up the two weeks of Distance Learning we were able to send home with you on March 13. 
By now, you should have heard from your child’s teacher about how he/she would like work samples 
from these packets turned in for feedback and assessment.  It is VERY important that you provide the 
requested work as soon as you are able so St. Mary’s teachers can offer feedback on these concepts 
before moving on to new material in the weeks ahead.  If you need further instructions on how to turn 
work in, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 
Week 3 
We were so grateful that our message got to so many of you Monday and you were able to come to 
school and collect Week 3 materials.  If you didn’t make it and have not received your packets either by 
delivery or mail, please reach out to schooloffice@slstm.org and we will respond with a plan.  You 
should have everything you need at home to complete Week 3 work.  
 
Please note that teachers have already and/or will begin during Week 3 to introduce the platforms on 
which they intend to continue virtual learning after Spring Break if this becomes necessary.  As this 
happens, it will be VERY IMPORTANT for students/parents to check in 2 times a day to be sure 
they receive all notifications, invitations and assignments. 

● PreK-3 will be using the Seesaw platform--HERE is a quick video intro for you if you are 
unfamiliar with this platform. 

● 4th-8th grade will be using Google Classroom to organize work--HERE is a video intro to this 
platform. 

 
Extended Distance Learning Teacher Contact 
In response to our school families distance learning needs, your child’s teachers will be extending their 
availability and will now check emails and voicemails throughout the school day and respond on the 
same day.  Next week, teachers will be available Monday-Thursday, 9:00-3:30.  Friday is the first day of 
our scheduled Spring Break. 
 
Introducing Virtual Spanish Lessons 
Beginning next week, Don Eric will be coordinating with your child’s regular teacher to offer one weekly 
Spanish lesson virtually each week.  Please watch for more communication on this as we firm up the 
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plan.  As a teaser, imagine a tour around Don Eric’s family farm in Spanish or Mexican Cooking with 
Don Eric!  We are SO excited to prepare these opportunities for all our students. 
 
Technical and Soft Skill Development Opportunity 
As 4th-8th grade jumps onto the Google Classroom platform for virtual learning, I want to recommend 
that parents use this opportunity to help your child develop some technical and soft skills moving 
forward.  

● Help students get in the habit of checking their email a minimum of twice a day.  
● Introduce To Do Lists as a way to keep tasks organized and required responses timely.  
● Encourage students to develop an appropriate voice for responding to teachers electronically 

and/or for offering classmates feedback if the opportunity arises.  
● Teach students how to take and send scans/photos of work themselves so you don’t have to be 

involved. 
While our teachers will be noting due dates for assignments, please know we recognize the challenges 
of learning at home.  We encourage you to communicate with us when extensions are necessary, so 
that we can offer any support necessary. 
 
The following are Distance Learning notes that were first included in the newsletter last week. 
 
Special Area Learning Enrichment 
Our special area teachers--Spanish, Music, Art, PE and Technology) have put together a menu of 
enrichment options for St. Mary’s students that line up with what has been going on in their classrooms. 
You can find it HERE.  While not required, these activities will help our students continue to grow in 
these areas.  As we continue to support you during these weeks, we will develop a way for students to 
log and/or report on special area work as well. 
 
Online Resource Recommendations 
We know the array of online resources coming at us on social media is overwhelming, so our teachers 
have  compiled a list of vetted and recommended online resources to help during this time at home. 
The list includes age appropriate recommendations. 
SEE LIST HERE 

 

 

Bishop Walkowiak issues the following directives for parishes and schools in the diocese, 
effective at 12:01 a.m. Tuesday, March 24, in harmony with these government guidelines: 

All public Masses and all other liturgical and devotional services through Easter Monday, April 13, 
in the Diocese of Grand Rapids are canceled. 
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All Catholics within the territory of the Diocese of Grand Rapids are granted a dispensation from 
their obligation of attending Sunday Mass through April 13. 

 

 
Father Dave has made a youtube channel to celebrate Mass! 

Thank Goodness for this effort  during this time when we need our faith the most! 
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE RIGHT NOW - SHARE - INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! 

We need 1000 followers for Father Dave to be able to go live. Subscribing is easy, 
just click on the red SUBSCRIBE icon. 

 Go to: https://youtu.be/BnIb5B74V4A 

 

 
Friday Morning Mass 

Since Father Dave is offering virtual daily mass, we would like to keep our traditional Friday morning 
Mass schedule and continue to worship together as a school family!  Father Dave is planning an easier 
to follow homily on Friday mornings at 8AM, and will do his best to greet the children who are watching 

at that time. 
Go to: https://youtu.be/BnIb5B74V4A  

 

 

 

Sign up and stay connected! 
St. Mary's is introducing a new way for the church and school to communicate with our families 

called Flocknotes. If you are familiar with Remind, this works very similarly.  You can sign up to 
receive emails and texts from whatever group you choose. We will be utilizing this to enable us to send 
text messages to the school families or to individual classrooms. Please sign up for free today by going 

to stmarysl.flocknote.com to register and then make sure you select School and whichever grade 
your students are in on the second screen. 
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Please consider online giving to St. Mary’s Parish during these weeks without liturgical celebration if it 
is within your power to do so. We are doing all we can to take care of our faculty/staff during this time, 

but the changes/cancelations hit close to our St. Mary’s home as well. 
 

Online giving link can be found on our website HERE 
 

 

 
Good News! Virtual Book Fair 

Due to the unexpected need for at home faith building materials, we were able to make special 
arrangements with Good News! Book Fair to move up our book fair and conduct it virtually.  The 
fair is open to our school and parish families and friends for 2 weeks beginning Saturday, March 

28 through midnight on Saturday, April 11 
Orders ship directly to your home - FREE shipping on orders over $25 

Enter code: MARY2020 at checkout 
(Link and code effective Saturday, March 28 - April 11) 

SEE ALL THE DETAILS HERE 
SNEAK PEEK FLYER HERE 
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Monday-Thursday at 8:50 a.m. 
Stay tuned every Monday-Thursday morning at 8:50AM for Doyle’s Daily from a Distance (morning 
meeting) for students to watch! Ms. Doyle will lead our school in morning prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance, share announcements, discuss our lessons on the virtues and suggest some COOL 

websites to check out! 
If you can't make it at 8:50AM, don't worry, they will all be available on Facebook and on the school 

website  HERE  

 

 

Story Time with our Staff 
Story Time videos made by several of our teachers are available HERE 

 

 

 
Protect Young Eyes - Digital Culture of Kids 

THE LATEST DIGITAL TRENDS EXPLAINED 
Sign up HERE to receive our PARENT TECH NEWSLETTER 
or Link from our school website www.stmarysl.org/school 

 
Is Netflix Party Safe for Teens #stuckathome? 
The Best Parental Control Software for 2020 
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The Master List of Privacy Settings for EVERYTHING. 
...AND SO MUCH MORE!

 

 
Check out Formed.org!  

This website contains videos, audio talks, and reading material to make all of us better informed 
Catholics. Register for FREE HERE 

(Note, you must register using this link in order to create an account for free) 
 

 
School Office Hours 

Due to the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order in Michigan, the school office is closed. 
Emails sent to the school office (schooloffice@slstm.org) and phone messages 

(616-842-1282) will be monitored and responded to daily. 
If you have an emergent need to reach the school, email Ms. Doyle at kdoyle@slstm.org or 

call the school at 616.842.1282 to leave a message. We will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 

 

 

 
Spring Lake District Library Information 

● Spring Lake District Library online resources are available 24/7 at 
http://sllib.org/borrow/downloads/ 

● They have increased the monthly borrowing limit to 8 titles! 
● If you have any material checked out to you, the due date has been changed to April 20. 

All late fees will be waived during this time. Our drive-up drop box is currently open if 
you would like to return materials early. This is subject to change. 
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● The library may be closed, but their WiFi IS OPEN! 
WiFI has been extended to their parking lot from 7AM - 10PM - Connect to SLDLGuest 

● Use your library card to access and stream films instantly by using Kanopy. 
More information at www.Sllib.org.  

If you have questions, the best way to get in contact is to email spl@llcoop.org 
 

 

 
Ottawa County's COVID-19 Response Update 

Thursday, March 26, 2020 - HERE 
 

 
Easter Food Drive 

Even when we are not in school, there is still a need to help our parish community serve the 
local needy. If you can still honor the request for Easter food basket items, please do so by dropping 

items off at the Food Pantry. 
Please note: Donations will be accepted at the Food Pantry only on Thursdays between 9-4:30PM 

  Each class is assigned an Easter food item that can be found HERE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  

 

 

 
It’s a great time to get a jump start on your spring cleaning! 

 If you need to purchase Scrip, please consider using our online Scrip program. 
For more information, visit the school website:  www.stmarysl.org/scrip.  

You will need to email the Scrip office for the St Mary’s access code. 
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the parish office is closed for the near future.  Once the office reopens, you may 
purchase Scrip from our cash and carry box. 

 
Southtown Carwash in Grand Haven has been sold.  They will only accept the Scrip cards until March 31st.  You 

can use them for anything in the gas station, car wash, oil change, or convenience market. 
 

Questions? Contact Jennifer Grossman & Marci Hamilton, Scrip Coordinators at 616-842-1702 Ext # 260 
scrip@slstm.org  

 

 

 
What are you up to?! 

We work hard each week to capture pictures and videos of our students in their classrooms and take 
part in special planned activities. With our transition to distance learning, there's still so much good 

news to share, we just need a little help from all of our parents to collect the content! 

Feel free to message us with content to share or submit it via email. What are you up to at home? We’d 
love it if you’d Include your pets, brothers and sisters...we cannot wait to see what you’re up to! Send a 

video, snap a picture or just share your thoughts…  
Thank you! 

Email: schooloffice@slstm.org or Message us on facebook @StMarysSL 
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Here’s what’s happening -- March is reading month 2020! 

Please continue to encourage free choice reading every chance your child gets. On Tuesday, March 
31, we cap off March is Reading Month with Dress as your Favorite Character Day!  We hope you will 
share photos with us through an email to cpayne@slstm.org or Message us on facebook @StMarysSL 

VIEW STORY TIME AND DOYLE’S DAILY VIDEOS HERE 
 

 

 
SMART Aid third round application deadline is this weekend! 

If you have not completed the Smart Aid application, please do so by the March 29, 2020 third 
round application deadline.  Bishop’s Scholarship funds are determined using this deadline. 

Scholarships given by the Bishop’s fund alleviate the amount that is taken from the Parish scholarship 
account, therefore allowing us to service more families. If you applied last year your information rolls 

over, but you will still need to update your financial information. 
SMART Aid application information and instructions can be found on this LINK. 

NOTE: Families will not be eligible to receive any Parish scholarship funds until their SMART Aid 
application has a “verified” status. If you have questions after reading through the linked documents, 

please contact the school office at 616.842.1282. 
 

 

 

Announcing the new Faith & Future Scholarship! 
PLUS a giveaway to award three students one year of free tuition. 
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Every incoming kindergarten and 6th grade student is eligible for a scholarship through this exciting 
new Diocese of Grand Rapids program.  Don’t delay your application another minute.  You will also be 

entered to win free tuition for a year! 
To enter the drawing, enroll your child for next year and complete the Faith & Future 

Scholarship application HERE by April 30, 2020. 

 

 

 
Daily Rosary Live  

Every day until further notice,  please join us as we pray the Rosary Live at 4PM HERE. 
 

 

 
School Event Photo Link 

 VIEW Chuck E. Cheese’s FUNraiser photos HERE 
 

 VIEW Sno-Ball Dance photos HERE 
 

VIEW Story Time and Doyle’s Daily Videos HERE 
 

 

This News plus past news can be found by simply going to 
www.stmarysl.org 
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LIKE US on facebook to see all the fun things happening throughout our school day! 

@StMarysSL 

 
 
 


