
REGISTRATION
How much does the Alive in You Mission Trip cost?

What does the registration fee cover?

How do we register for the Alive in You Mission trip?

Your registration fee includes lodging, meals from dinner on Tuesday through
breakfast on Sunday, programming (speakers, musicians, staff, etc), T-shirt,
backpack, and other awesome giveaways. Everything including transportation is
covered except any "fun money."

Total cost is $550 per student. Students will have the opportunity to fundraise the
cost of their trip (everything but the $100 deposit). We believe retreats / missions
are an important part of a student’s faith formation; so no one will be denied
participation due to financial hardship. Please call the faith formation office to
confidentially discuss your needs.

You can find the registration form on our website here:
https://www.stmarysl.org/youth-ministry-mission-trips.html
Your spot has been reserved once you have paid your $100 deposit. 

What is the refund policy?
No refunds will be issued after April 15. All refunds issued will incur a $50
administrative fee. 

What is the payment schedule?

What are the fundraising opportunities available?

Deposit of $100 is due at the time of registration in order to reserve your spot.
$450 or balance due must be paid on or before April 1. 

All students participating in this trip must attend our first team meeting on
Sunday February 27 at 6:00PM. At this meeting we will begin our Letter
Writing Campaign. We will also discuss other fundraising opportunities. 

Other ideas include: 
Envelope Campaign, Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner, Donuts, Stan's / Ted's 

*Group fundraisers will be divided amongst the team. Letter writing will be applied
individually. 



FAQ: SAFETY
What is your COVID Policy?
As far as Covid-19, we will be following “Guidance for running youth camps” from
the CDC, specifically Section 4 which is “Guidance for Camps Where not Everyone
is Fully Vaccinated." We did this last summer and we were able to safely run our
camps.  These guidelines are constantly evolving, but here is the link so you can
see where they stand currently.

What are the fundraising opportunities available?

Chicago has a reputation for crime. Where will my teen be
within the city while working, sleeping, and recreation?
Before I go through the list of questions about safety, sometimes it is helpful to
know that my family stays at the same place that our participants stay. My wife
and I will be at the camp along with our 3 kids (our children are 12. 16 and 18).
Steven and Jasmyn Joubert (our musician and staff manager) will also be there
with their 2 young children (ages 1 and 3 ). All of the decisions that we make prior
(and during) Alive in You done with the not only the safety of our participants in
mind, but the safety of our families as well.

The majority of the time at Alive in You, your parish will be at our host facility
(with the exception of when you are at your work project and when you have
your Saturday free day). The host facility is where our participants eat, sleep,
attend programming, have free time, etc. We are finalizing the contract with
Marist High School to serve as our host facility. Marist is a very large, Catholic
high school southwest of the city. This area of Chicago is home to many city
workers, fire fighters, etc. I have a priest friend who has lived in Chicago his whole
life and assured me it is a safe part of the city. I also have visited the host facility
and got the same assurances from their campus minister and administration.
Please know that although this area is southwest of the city, it is very different
than the "southside of Chicago.” 

Our work projects will be at various locations throughout the city and they are
selected in the spring by our work project coordinator. We encourage our youth
ministers to stay in contact with their work project coordinator in the spring as
our work project coordinator is matching up work projects with parishes. This will
allow you to have input and share any concerns & ensure that you will be working
in an area where you & your teens are comfortable. 



FAQ: SAFETY
Will there be adults with teens at all times?
Yes, adults will be with teens at all times. We have one brief adult meeting at the
beginning of our camp where our staff is with the students (that is the start of
dinner on Tuesday), but other than that your teens and adults will be together.
Each parish is responsible for bringing at least 1 adult per every 6 students   Each
parish’s adults are responsible for monitoring the behavior of their own teens.

What are the fundraising opportunities available?

What accountability do you have for the adults involved?
All participating adults must be cleared through their own diocese’s safe
environment program. At our adult meeting at the beginning of camp, we cover all
of rules and expectations for adults and then we are with them all week to offer
guidance. We also work closely with youth ministers throughout the week to
address any issues or concerns that may arise. 

What procedures are in place to guarantee safety?
We consider safety in every decision we make about Alive in You, from work
project locations to ensuring that all adult participants are safe environment
trained to rules and boundaries at the host facility to the relationship that our staff
builds with our youth ministers and adult leaders throughout the week. It is also
important to remember that the adults that have the most contact with your teens
will be the adults that you bring with you from your parish. We encourage our
adults to communicate with our staff and leadership throughout the week and we
also empower them to make the best decisions for their teens, especially during
their work projects.

We also have a code of conduct policy signed by every teen and their parents prior
to camp. We go back over this policy with our participants during our first session.
We have very clear rules and boundaries and clear consequences if rules are
broken. If we have an issue with a young person, we meet with the youth minister
and adult leaders involved to determine a course of action. Any serious violation
of the code of conduct policy will result in a student being sent home at their
parent's expense (this has only happened a couple of times in our 16 years of
running our ministry, but I think it’s important for all of our participants to
understand that our policies are in place for their own safety and we will enforce
consequences if needed). 


